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 Pedagogic The purpose of this research is to evaluate students' 

perceptions of reading in academic settings and how these perceptions 

can affect their reading comprehension. The research method used was 

interviews with respondents, namely fourth-semester English Education 

students. The results showed that the majority of students have a 

positive perception of reading in academic settings and consider it 

important to improve their reading comprehension. Through learning 

media in the form of TOEFL reading section questions, students become 

more accustomed to foreign vocabulary and can apply skimming and 

scanning techniques to facilitate their understanding of reading 

materials. However, of course, they also face challenges such as 

difficulty in understanding complex reading materials. From the results 

of the research, it is concluded that it is important for universities and 

faculties to pay attention to students' perceptions of reading and 

consider ways to help students overcome the challenges they face in 

reading in academic settings. 
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1. Introduction  

English is one of the international languages which is used in various countries in the world 

(Manuaba & Putra, 2021). English has a function as the language of instruction for education if the 

classes or subjects taken are specifically related to the use of the English language (Agung & 

Surtikanti, 2020). There are 4 skills that must be mastered in English, namely speaking, listening, 

writing, and reading. 

As one of the skills needed to support English language skills, reading skills must be mastered 

by students. Students should understand the content of the text students read (Singh,2019; 

Yuana,2016; Cahyo et al., 2019). Reading ability is an important prerequisite for learning. The 

ability to read and understand text is very important to get the information contained in the text, 
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especially in an academic context. Improving the quality of students’ reading comprehension will 

improve the quality of students’ overall knowledge (Ganie et al., 2019).  

In reading students need reading comprehension to make connections as students read and make 

meaning of the text (Nery & Suryani, 2021). According to  Kuşdemir & Bulut (2018), to 

understand, evaluated and remember the ideas, the reader need to finding the main idea, 

understanding the details, recognizing the structure of the text and predicting the idea of the author 

(Özdemir,2019). There are many ways to improve reading skills, such as English class, self-study 

through digital platforms, reading more books, doing reading exercises and much more 

(Olenik,2021). 

But in reality, there are still many students who are not fluent in reading English. Not every 

student can comprehend the text students read and then students also misinterpret what students 

read. Students still lack grammar, vocabulary, and motivation to read text in the English language. 

Students are unable to understand what students read, especially in academic contexts 

(Adiwinata,2017). Phuong (2021) states that in this research report reading journal papers is 

difficult, frustrating, perplexing or simply. Usually, students find it difficult to understand reading 

because there is new and rarely used vocabulary. Students also feel bored in class when reading 

with an academic context because students finding a long and boring passage, do not know the 

meaning of some words in the text, the texts is too boring, difficult and uninteresting, students fail 

to read, students don’t interest in the topic reading (Febriani et al., 2019;Miller,2020). The 

problems like that prevent them from having good reading comprehension. 

Reading for EFL students will become a habit if students practice it as the main class of their 

learning activity (Lindawati, 2021; Dilshad, 2013).  In the English Education Study Program 

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education at Universitas Ahmad Dahlan there are classes that can 

support students’ reading ability (Ahmad,2020; Al-Jarrah,2018). One of them is the Reading in 

Academic Context class. This class is implemented in the 4th semester. The aim of the class is 

developing students' skills in reading English especially in academic context at the English 

Education Study Program Faculty of Teacher Training and Education in English Education Study 

Program at Universitas Ahmad Dahlan. 

Some of the reasons the researcher will do this research is because the researcher wants to know 

how students’ perception of Reading in Academic Context class is, whether reading academic 

context class could improve students in developing the reading skill and the obstacles students 

experienced in class. Based on the explanation above, the researcher thinks that it is important to 

know the students` perceptions of Reading in Academic Context class in the study program. 

Because students are subjects in the learning process. 

2. Method 

Researchers used a qualitative method to conduct the study. In this research, the researcher used 

a case study. The research conducted the interview by online interviewing. The research subject is 

the students of Reading in Academic Context class B and C in the English Education Study 

Program, Universitas Ahmad Dahlan in 2021/2022 with a total of 19 students for class B and 19 

students for class C for the total is 38 students.  In conducting the research, the researcher will use 

an interview instrument. The researcher used qualitative descriptions as a data collection method.  

3. Findings and Discussion 

1.1 Findings 

1.1.1 The Students’ Perception Toward Reading in Academic Context Course in Improving The 

Students’ Reading Comprehension 

In interview question number 1, respondents stated that reading in academic context is an 

effective course in improving reading comprehension. Respondents said that Reading in Academic 
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Context courses can make the students familiar with foreign vocabulary, long reading text and 

reading text with a fairly high level of difficulty. According to Student A, the Reading in Academic 

Context course is an effective course to improve reading comprehension. Reading section of the 

TOEFL test is the learning media to learn academic reading to make us familiar with difficult 

vocabulary and long reading text. 

1.1.2 Reading in Academic Context helps students to improve their reading comprehension 

The interview question (number 4) with the sentence “Do you think Reading in an Academic 

Context subject can help improve your reading comprehension through reading practice? 

Explain!”, showed that the reading in academic context course is an effective course in improving 

reading skills because of the application of the TOEFL reading section as practice in each meeting. 

The lecturer explained the material related to reading techniques, and after that the lecturer gave 

repeated reading exercises to determine students' abilities in each meeting. The method can train 

and increase reading comprehension. 

1.1.3 Obstacles  experienced by the students of English Education Study Program Universitas 

Ahmad Dahlan in Reading in Academic Context Class 

According to the interview question (number 7) with the sentence “What are the obstacles 

experienced in Reading in Academic Context class?” The data from the interview can be found that 

the obstacles experienced by students when learning in reading in academic context class is lack of 

vocabulary. Most of the students said that the factor that caused them to lack vocabulary was 

academic texts often contain complex vocabulary that students may not be familiar with. This can 

make it difficult for students to understand the meaning of the text. Also, academic texts can be 

lengthy, which can be overwhelming for students. The amount of information can be difficult to 

process and remember. 

According to the interview question (number 7) with the sentence “What are the obstacles 

experienced in Reading in Academic Context class?” The data from the interview can be found that 

the obstacles experienced by students when learning in reading in academic context class is also 

lack of reading speed. 

At the end of the meeting, a quiz is usually held which requires students to complete a number 

of TOEFL reading section questions within a certain duration. At the beginning of students 

participating in reading classes in an academic context, students still felt unfamiliar with the 

scanning and skimming techniques provided. Students struggle with reading quickly and 

efficiently, which can make it difficult to keep up with the pace of an academic course. 

1.2 Discussion 

In this discussion, researchers will present findings in the study based on analysis of data that 

researchers have obtained about the students’ perception toward reading in academic context class 

to improve their reading comprehension. 

Reading comprehension is a critical component of reading skill development. It plays a pivotal 

role in understanding written text and extracting meaning from it. Without strong comprehension 

skills, reading becomes a passive activity, devoid of true understanding and engagement with the 

material. Reading comprehension is indispensable for reading skill development. It forms the 

foundation upon which all other reading abilities are built. It is essential for academic success, 

everyday life, and the cultivation of critical thinking skills. At English Education Study Program 

Universitas Ahmad Dahlan, reading in an academic context is treated as a mandatory subject.  

In the course "Reading in Academic Context," students learn essential skills and strategies to 

effectively comprehend and analyze academic texts. The primary focus is on developing 

proficiency in reading complex materials typically found in academic disciplines. The changes that 

occur because of the transition from online to offline learning make students feel surprised by 

learning. Even though the class has many enthusiasts. Therefore, the researcher conducted this 

study to find out about students' perceptions of reading in academic classes and the obstacles 
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experienced by students in that class. 38 students in this study stated that reading in an academic 

context is an important skill and must be mastered by English education students.  

In addition, the results of student perceptions are similar to previous findings, as stated by 

(Febriani et al., 2019;Inayah,2015) that the majority of the students have problems with reading 

comprehension. Reading in academic courses is important because it facilitates knowledge 

acquisition, enhances critical thinking skills, supports academic success, develops research and 

communication skills, teaches critical evaluation of sources, and promotes lifelong learning. It is a 

foundational skill that underpins academic achievement and intellectual growth (Aspers2019; 

Ceyhan,2020). Reading in an academic context class helps students improve vocabulary and 

reading comprehension (Etikan,2016). Because before taking the reading in academic context 

class, they still felt difficulty in reading academic texts, long texts with foreign vocabulary. After 

attending the reading in academic context class, they got a lot of new knowledge about how to read 

the academic text and improve their reading comprehension (Kozleski,2017; Maguire,2020).  

1. 4. Conclusion 

Based on the findings and discussion, it can be concluded that in this study students gave a 

perception toward Reading in Academic Context Class in English Education Study Program at 

Universitas Ahmad Dahlan. This perception not only comes from students' answers during 

interviews but also from the achievements they get after they take reading in an academic context 

class to improve their reading comprehension. The students' perception is that the participants said 

reading in academic context class is important for them. Even though, there is a problem like they 

do not understand and are not used to reading texts in an academic context. But they also said that 

reading in an academic context helps students to support their reading comprehension. They also 

observed their progress after attending the reading in an academic context class and the progress of 

the students can understand the reading in an academic context by not reading everything because 

they already understand the technique. The researcher also found that there were several obstacles 

experienced by students when learning in class such as lack of vocabulary and lack of reading 

speed. 

 

2. REFERENCES  

 Adeoye-Olatunde, O. A., & Olenik, N. L. (2021). Research and scholarly methods: Semi-

structured interviews. JACCP Journal of the American College of Clinical Pharmacy, 4(10), 

1358–1367. https://doi.org/10.1002/jac5.1441 

Adiwinata, A. (2017). The student's perception of the effectiveness of public speaking subjects to 

support their speaking skills. 1(2), 1–103. 

Agung, A. S. N., & Surtikanti, M. W. (2020). Students’ Perception of Online Learning during 

COVID-19 Pandemic: A Case Study on the English Students of STKIP Pamane Talino. 

SOSHUM : Jurnal Sosial Dan Humaniora, 10(2), 225–235. 

https://doi.org/10.31940/soshum.v10i2.1316 

Ahmad, N. A. (2020). Learning Reading Skills Independently Using Interactive Multimedia. 

Universal Journal of Educational Research, 8(6), 2641–2645. 

https://doi.org/10.13189/ujer.2020.080647 

Al-Jarrah, H., & Binti Ismail, N. S. (2018). Reading Comprehension Strategies among EFL 

Learners in Higher Learning Institutions. Arab World English Journal, 9(2), 315–328. 

https://doi.org/10.24093/awej/vol9no2.21 

Aspers, P., & Corte, U. (2019). What is Qualitative in Qualitative Research? Qualitative Sociology, 

42(2), 139–160. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11133-019-9413-7 

Cahyo, S. D., Muslim, M. R. U., Rahman, A. N., & Pratolo, B. W. (2019). Needs analysis of 



ISSN International Undergraduate Conference on English Education (IUCEE) 121 
 May 23-24, 2023 

 Nadiya.,H et.al (The Influence of Pedagogical Competence)) 

Islamic-based English reading material for the Muhammadiyah junior high school. 

International Journal of Evaluation and Research in Education (IJERE), 8(2), 286~292. 

https://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v8i2.18647 

Ceyhan, S., & Yıldız, M. (2020). The effect of interactive reading aloud on student reading 

comprehension, reading motivation, and reading fluency*. International Electronic Journal of 

Elementary Education, 13(4), 421–431. https://doi.org/10.26822/iejee.2021.201 

Dilshad, R. M., & Latif, M. I. (2013). Focus Group Interview as a Tool for Qualitative Research: 

An Analysis. 33, 191–198. 

Etikan, I. (2016). Comparison of Convenience Sampling and Purposive Sampling. American 

Journal of Theoretical and Applied Statistics, 5(1), 1. 

https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ajtas.20160501.11 

Febriani, D., Elfrida, E., & Jayanti, F. G. (2019). Reading Comprehension Problems in Reading 

Section of Toefl Test. JALL (Journal of Applied Linguistics and Literacy), 3(2), 86. 

https://doi.org/10.25157/jall.v3i2.2537 

Ganie, R., D., & Rangkuti, R. (2019). Reading Comprehension Problems on English Texts Faced 

By High School Students in Medan. KnE Social Sciences, 2019, 684–694. 

https://doi.org/10.18502/kss.v3i19.4896 

Inayah, R., & Rahayu, S. (2015). Exploring Students’ Difficulties in Comprehending Reading for 

Academic Materials Used in Their Class. P2M STKIP Siliwangi, 2(2), 240. 

https://doi.org/10.22460/p2m.v2i2p240-245.183 

Kozleski, E. B. (2017). The Uses of Qualitative Research: Powerful Methods to Inform Evidence-

Based Practice in Education. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 

42(1), 19–32. https://doi.org/10.1177/1540796916683710 

Kuşdemir, Y., & Bulut, P. (2018). The Relationship between Elementary School Students’ Reading 

Comprehension and Reading Motivation. Journal of Education and Training Studies, 6(12), 

97. https://doi.org/10.11114/jets.v6i12.3595 

Lindawati, R. (2021). Students’ Perceptions Towards Extensive Reading In Efl Contexts. 

International Journal of English and Applied Linguistics (IJEAL), 1(2), 99–104. 

https://doi.org/10.47709/ijeal.v1i2.1044 

Maguire, M., Reynolds, A. E., & Delahunt, B. (2020). Reading to be: The role of academic reading 

in emergent academic and professional student identities. Journal of University Teaching and 

Learning Practice, 17(2). https://doi.org/10.53761/1.17.2.5 

Manuaba, I. B., & Putra, I. N. A. J. (2021). The Types of Communication Accommodation 

Strategies in English as Foreign Language (EFL) Classrooms. Journal of Education Research 

and Evaluation, 5(1), 7. https://doi.org/10.23887/jere.v4i4.28109 

Miller, K., & Merdian, H. (2020). It's not a waste of time!" academics' views on the role and 

function of academic reading: A thematic analysis. Journal of University Teaching and 

Learning Practice, 17(2). https://doi.org/10.53761/1.17.2.3 

Nery, R., & Suryani, N. Y. (2021). Use the Predict-O- Gram Strategy to Increase Students' Reading 

Comprehension. ELT-Lectura: Studies and Perspectives in English Language Teaching, 

8(February), 9. 

Özdemir, E. Ç., & Akyol, H. (2019). The development of a reading comprehension test. Universal 

Journal of Educational Research, 7(2), 563–570. https://doi.org/10.13189/ujer.2019.070229 

Peralta-argomeda, J., Huamantinco-araujo, A., Luz Yolanda Toro Suarez, Pimentel, H. F., Quispe 

Phocco, R. F., Roldán-Pérez, G., Estudiantes, V. De, Gustavson, S. S., Cosme, L. A., Trama, 

F. A., Ayala R., A., Ambrosio, E. S., Vasquez, M., Luz Yolanda Toro Suarez, Cepeda, J. P., 

Pola, M., Zuleta, C., González, C., Luz Yolanda Toro Suarez, … Villanueva, I. (2016). No 

主観的健康感を中心とした在宅高齢者における 

https://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v8i2.18647


122                            International Undergraduate Conference on English Education (IUCEE)                ISSN 2962-0058  

 August 2023, Vol.2, No.1. page 9- 

 Anggraini et.al (The Influence of Pedagogical Competence) 

健康関連指標に関する共分散構造分析Title. Ucv, I(02), 0–116. 

http://dspace.unitru.edu.pe/bitstream/handle/UNITRU/10947/Miñano Guevara%2C Karen 

Anali.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y%0Ahttps://repository.upb.edu.co/bitstream/handle/20.5

00.11912/3346/DIVERSIDAD DE MACROINVERTEBRADOS ACUÁTICOS Y 

SU.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed= 

Phuong, W. T. N. (2021). Difficulties in Studying Writing of English-Majored Sophomores At a 

University in Vietnam. European Journal of Education Studies, 8(10), 313–330. 

https://doi.org/10.46827/ejes.v8i10.3962 

Singh, M. K. M. (2019). Academic reading and writing challenges among international EFL 

master’s students in a Malaysian university: The voice of lecturers. Journal of International 

Students, 9(4), 972–992. https://doi.org/10.32674/jis.v9i3.934 

Yuana, O. M. (2016). THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ICT IN ENGLISH INSTRUCTION BY 

EXEMPLARY TEACHERS. 32. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


